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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
CCM;-:IS5iON 

JAN SCHNEIDER 

Sarasota, Florida 34236, 

Compbinant, 

V. 

MICHAEL J. FOX 

Sarasota, Florida 34236 

and 

FOX 41, LLC 

Sarasota, Florida 34236 

Registered Aĝ nt: 
Timotby S. Shaw 
SO Central Avenue, Soite 700 
Sarasota, Florida 34236 

Respondents. 
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COMPLAINT 

Thi« r<mipl«int CQncema « giimf nutrfnor gdviertiaing sign gmhiagsaned with "Defeat 

Obaina in 2012" erected at a major iofeisection This sign, touted as Ibe fiist 

of 10,000 to go uptfaroû boMtthe coimliy, is altnwtingnationalattenlioD. TliBsignbasno 

disclaimer as required by federal law. 

PARTIES 

1. rnm^Mtmnt Im Rchngldfflr, HtH>«« pigwait address Sa set fiarth ahnvB, tegnlariy votes 

in fedecal elections. 



2. RespondentMidiaelJ. Fox (hereinafter''Fox"), iivfaose address is set forth above, is a 

local investor in Sarasota, Florida, witfa claimed close ties to brothers Charles and David Koch. 

Mr. Fox is the sole manager/member of Respondent Fox 41, LLC. 

3. Respondent Fox 41, LLC ("Fox LLC), whose principal place of business is indicated 

above, is a limited liability company formed under tfae law of die State of Florida on Januaiy S, 

2012. 

CO FACTS 
rsii 
^ 4. On or alxlut Januaiy 12,2012, Respondent Fox LLC purdiased a oonunercialpropeity 
HI 

Kll located at 50 N.TamiBmi Trail, Sarasota, Florida 3423fiL This property has fomtage on tfae 

^ higjUy-traveled Tamiami Trail, U.S. Route 41, near a major intersection. 
rsll 
HI S. Shortly afta tfae purchase, Reqxxident Fox and/or Re^ndoit Fox LLC erected on 

rtiq jMii^ieily a laige, limihlgvsiHerf sign cmntaimtig an gfgjrfiwnfteriiig gnmiFFmCrfltiA!! Botf is ides 

oftfae sign State in big, bold, red letters'l)efeat Obama m 2012.** Attached hCTeto as Exhibit A 

is a picture of tfae sign fixim a local publication, Tirst of 10,000 Defeat Obama Signs Installed," 

SRQ Times, Mar. 7,2012. Tfae sign is on a very tall post dose to die roadside, and one side or 

die otfaer is readily visibfe to trafiSc in bodi directions on Route 41 and fiom 

6. Beddes tfae inessage quoted in paragrafdbi 5 alMve, tfae sign contains n̂  

infinmation on idtfaer side. In particular, it foils to imiictflB: (a) wfaetfaer ornot tfais 

dectiopeering communication ia aiilfaoriaBd by a candidate, an autfanrized oonmrittee of a 

candidate or an agent of dttier; or (b) wfao pdd fig tfae sign. 

7. A representative of Re^ndeiit Fox LIX: faas iiidicated to locd news souioes tfaat 

Respondent Fox had the ''Defeat Obama in 2012** sign hung because lie believes tfaat President 

Barack Obama arid tfae current administcation is subverting tfae C^ Thesame 

rqiresenlative faas also reportedly stated tfaat tfais is tfae first of 10,000 sudi signs tfaat Re 



Fox hopes will be erected throughout tfae country before Indqiendenoe DSQT and fiirtfaer tfaat 

Respondent Fox faas established a fimd to oflGwt tfae costs oftfae signs. Seel^^gJ^supra. 

LAW 

8. Tlie Federd Election Campaign Act, Pub. L. 92-22S, 108 StaL 86 StaL 3,2 U.S.C 

§ 431 e/ seq,̂  as amended by tfae Bipartisan Campdgn Refimn Act of2002 ("McCain-Feingold 

Act"), Pub. L. 107-155,116 StaL 81, regulates financing of federd election campaigns, includuig 

K. through disdosure, disddmer and rqxMting requirements. Section 441d, known as tfae 
(Ml 
er 
^ disdaimer providon, deals wilh publication and distributum of statemeiits and solicitations. 
HI 

m Suhseetion (a) Qf§441dieipiirBS tfaat idieDevBr*'any person" mfdees a dtf 

^ purpose of finandng oonrniunications qqiriesdy advocatiiig the dection or drfeat of a clearfy 

HI jdaagMcwtda^^ added), such commnnication must meet certain conditions. 

Tfaese indude: 
(3) t f tvyt «»itli^9ffiri «w^ji|iaty> aw aiirtinrigad political cnmfwiSWae « f a canHMate^ nr 

its agraxts, shall cleariy stale tfae name and permanent street address, telephone mimber, or 
World Wide Web address of tfae person wfao paid fiir die oommniiication a^ 

j tfae commimication is not autborizBd fay any candidate or candidate's ciMnBMttee. 

Siifa8ectiQn(d) adds fiirdierspedfications,uidiiding that: tfae statement mnst be ui a dearly 

readable type siz^ it inust be contained in a printed box set apart fixmi tfae rest of tfae oon^ 

tfaff Twrnimmiratiffn; and it mwfft" br pintff̂  wifh • t»i«wiaW<» <fegrHa of «ninr rmdr^ iWim tiie 

background. iSieeaZso 11 CF.R. § 110.11. 

9. Tfae disdaimer regmremonts of § 441d were apedfically upheld as applied in Giizens 

UnitedV. FedendElectkmConun'n, 130 S.Ct 876,914-16 (2010). The SiqiremeCourtfinmd 

that disclaimers help insure that voters are infimned about tfae sources of electioneering 

communications in order to be dile to evaluate tfae arguments to wfaich tfaey are bdng sidjected. 

10. Tfae''Defeat Obainaui 2012" sign fidls to con̂ ily witti tfae statutory requirement 

dectioneering communicatioos and implementing providons in tfae Code of Federd Rpgulations. 
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Whatever tfaeir views on a federd candidate (ui tfais case, obviously, Preddent Barack Obama), 

voters have a rigfat to know wfao auttiorized and/or paid for an electioneering commimication in 

order better to evduate tfae message. 

WHEREFORE, Complafaiant respectfiilly requests tfaat tfae Federd Election Commisdon 

investigate tfae apparent violation of federal campaign finance law tfaat has occurred witti respect 

to tfae electioneering communication on Tamiami Trail in Sarasota, Florida, identified above and 

to tfae nqnited 9,999 additiond violations reportedly afaout to occur around tfae country. 

Reqiectfidix submitted. 

STATE OF FLORIDA ) 
) SS: 

COUNTY OF SARASOTA ) 

Signed and sworn to befiire me ttiis 
personally known to me. 

/ ^ % y of Mardi 2012 by Jan Sdmdder, who is 

^ » /*^^&P:Apr.03.aoi3, 
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Fkst of 10,000 

100 SIGNS 
ONLY $99 
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